
Former Policeman 

Bobby Huffon Case 
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Welftiess ayrfases 
Bv Charles Hence 

After three years a se- 
cret witness to the death 
of Bobby Hutton, 17-year- 
old Black Panther killed in 
a bail of police bullets in 
Oakland, has surfaced. 

The. w i t n e s s is GWynne 
Peirsoa, a black former Oak- 
land policeman with 22 years 
service. Ee was, on the scene 
of the gsnfight in West Oak- 
land on april. 6, 1963, when 
Hutton died. 

Several weeks after the j 
killing, Peirson told The 
Chronicle in a confidential in- 
terview: 

“Bobby Hutton didn’t have 1 
to die. The thing just got out | 
of control.” 

ANONYMITY 

Peirson asked for — and 
got—anonymity from The 
Chronicle. His version of the 
affair was published on May 
21. 1963. but he was not iden- 
tified at that time. 

The official version of the 
incident, triggered when El- 
dridge Cleaver and a carload 
of Panthers opened fire on 
two Oakland policemen, has 
it that the unarmed Hutton 
was killed while, trying toes- j 
cape after officers took him j 
into custody. 

But Peirson confidentially! 

this witness gave — a ver-) 
sion also submitted to inves- 
tigators — goes further than 
Peirson’s in accusing police 
of misconduct 

Tills version was also sub- 
mitted to investigators. 

But in the final report that j 
went to the Grand Jury, nei- j 
ther version appeared. In- 
stead, there was the testimo- 
ny of five policemen, three of 
whom said they fired on Hut- 
ton. 

COUNTY 

Spokesmen for A1 a m e d a j 
county said they had no im-1 
mediate comment on the I 
Peirson allegations y e s t e r- [ 
day. 

Pierson, now a lecturer 
and training director at the 
Department of Administra- 
tion of Justice at the Univer- 
sity of Missouri in St. Louis, 
reaffirmed his version of the 
shooting yesterday in a tele- 
phone interview. 

He confirmed that after 
submitting his report of the 
Hutton killing he “was ha- 
rassed” by brother officers. 
“I was blackballed and there 
were allegations I was not 
doing my job well." 

RETIRE 

, ,. ... . , . , - i Peirson retired last year 
. ^!,e_ Chronicle snortly j v.ith a knee injury and he is 

u . t o n s death that ; 0JI a disability pension.. 
“Hutton was walking, with 
Ms hands in the air ... he! .Peirson. in his 76-page the- j 
stumbled and brought Ms)s*s ant* jn his interview with , 
hands down . . . there was a ;Hie Chronicle, said.he never j 
series of shots. . .” I actually saw who shot Hutton j 

TO—JIC i "because he was surrounded j 
i tuvbip | by policemen.” 

Peirson surfaced yesterday 
after publishing his account 
of the killing in a master’s 
thesis submitted to tile 
School of Criminology at the 
University of California at 
Berkeley. 

And he said he gave Ins 
version of the affair shortly 
after it happened to investi- 
gators from the Alameda 
county district attorney’s of- 
fice. 

A second witness to the 
killing — who must still re-1 “Other police ,.. tost their j 
main anonymous—also talk- j heads and within the space of 
ed to The Chronicle shortly I a few seconds ouraped four < 
after Peirson did. f more bullets into Hutton’s' 

Tile version of the affair >' failing body.” 

j However, the second wit- 
i ness who also gave investiga- 
tors a report on the affair, 
| did have a grandstand view 
| of the affair. 

| This version, also pub- i 
lished in the May 21, 1968, ! 
Chronicle article, said: 

“Bobby Hatton was kicked 
by a policeman, stumbled, 
and then a panicky officer 
fired a pistol bullet into his 
head. 
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